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Pursuant to RCW 51.04.063 and RCW 51.32.160, the Claimant retains the right to file an application to reopen any of the Claims should the Claimant’s conditions related to the Claimant’s injuries objectively worsen.  The Claimant may also file an application to reopen any of the Claims for conditions other than the Accepted Conditions but must establish that the alleged condition(s) arose or was were aggravated after the date of closure, and that it was proximately caused by or aggravated by the industrial injury.  The Claimant understands that the Claimant will be required to demonstrate aggravation of the accepted condition in the Claim(s) as contemplated by RCW 51.32.160 if the Claimant applies to reopen the Claim(s).  Reopening is not guaranteed and the Department retains the right to deny the aggravation application should it determine there was no objective worsening of the Claimant’s conditions, within the meaning of RCW 51.04.063.  In the event the Department denies the aggravation application, the Claimant may appeal that decision pursuant to RCW 51.52.060.  The Claimant further understands that any reopening will be limited to medical benefits only, and that even if any of the Claims are reopened, no further disability benefits will be paid.

